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AMERICAN LIBERTY AND ROTTEN EGGS
AN EDITORIAL
LAST Saturday night occurred a disgraceful scene
in Newark, N. J.
Here is the Associated Press account of the affair:
"Socialist Leader Norman Thomas was showered
with rotten eggs and howled down tonight by 100
men, most of them wearing veterans' overseas caps,
when he attempted to speak at Military Park.
"There were flurries of spectators' fists and police
nightsticks as friends helped Thomas, his face
smeared with egg yolks, to a park bench.
"A temporary stand erected for his speech was
splintered.
"Mounted policemen, patrolmen and detectives
helped Thomas supporters form a protective circle
around him.
"After a half hour, Deputy Police Chief Phillip
Sebold, one of those in the circle guarding the former Socialist candidate for President, jumped up
beside him and announced: 'On my advice this
meeting is disbanded.'
"Six mounted policemen surrounded Thomas as
he walked with friends to Socialist headquarters a
short distance away."
The story adds that various veterans' organizations had sought in vain earlier in the day to have a
city permit for the Thomas meeting rescinded on
the ground it would incite riot and create bloodshed"
and disorder.

* * * * * * *
This is a disgraceful story.
No, not the story. The story is true and reliable.
But the incident is a disgrace to our land.
Of late various groups are making an assault upon
the freedom\ of their fellow-citizens.
These rotten eggs were not thrown at Norman
Thomas-they were thrown at American liberty.
Not Norman Thomas was howled down at Newark,
but American liberty was trampled under foot when
he failed to deliver his address because of disturbances by the hostile mob.
This has nothing to do with sympathy with the
views of Norman Thomas. It would be a sad day if,
after a humiliating incident like this, only the
friends of Norman Thomas would speak against the
outrage. The freedom of speech and of assembly is
guaranteed every American citizen by the Constitution.

If we believe in freedom of speech only for those
with whom we happen to agree, then freedom of
speech is a farce. Then the intolerance of former
days, with all its persecution, has been reinstated.
The government and the citizens should maintain
and protect the right of every last American citizen
to freedom of speech and of assembly, whatever his
beliefs may be (with only one exception). That is
the essence of Americanism.

* * * * * * *
What happened in Newark last Satun;lay is not a
mere throwing of a rotten egg.
That would not be so bad, though it is discourteous. In Hyde Park, London, where everyone can
get on a soap box and air his views of politics and
religion, it is not at all uncommon for a speaker to
be razzed by his audience and even to have a rotten
egg flung at him.
But it is positively bad when men are denied the
right to speak. It is positively bad when citizens
are persecuted for their beliefs. It is positively bad
when groups of Americans take the law into their
own hands to suppress the rights and privileges of a
respected fellow American citizen. This is a blow
in the face of America.
Mayor Hague of Jersey City has set a bad example as an outstanding public official in refusing certain groups, such as Socialists, even the right to
speak. In Newark the police had given Mr. Thomas
a permit, but the mob took the law into its hands
and howled down and rotten-egged him.
The government cannot allow anyone to speak
publicly who openly propagates the violent overthrow of the established government. That is the
one restriction upon the liberty that ought to be accorded anyone. But even then it is the government
that should do so. Law and order must be maintained and not taken into the hands of the mob.
Norman Thomas, as a Socialist, who in no sense
believes-in fact, outspokenly opposes-anything
like the forcible overthrow of our institutions, is
ent,itled to speak his mind in this land of freedom.
For a mob to have its way in this disgraceful episode, after they first threatened the powers that be
with the spectre of a self-induced "riot" and "bloodshed," is like letting law and order slip into the
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hands of hoodlums. To think that "veterans" could
do such a thing only shows how little many Americans still believe in liberty except for themselves.

* * * * * * *

It is especially passing strange that Christians do
not see through this. And it is even more amazing
that Protestants fall for this sort of thing.
The golden rule ought to teach Christians better.
If there are any real subversive elements plotting
against the government and seeking its overthrow
by force-that is a different matter. Such elements
ought to be denied the rights and privileges of citizenship. But-and that is the important thingthis must be done by the government, the forces of
law and order, and only by due process of law.
Neither is there any room in this country for
groups who swear allegiance to a foreign nation
under the cloak of being Americans. Also here the
government ought to step in.
But let not American citizens trample upon the
rights of their peaceful, law-abiding fellow-citizens
merely because these hold views and beliefs they
cannot share.
This would be the end of freedom and the introduction into our country of the intolerance and persecutions thkt mark and mar many an European
country today.
May God save us from the intolerance of both
Communism and Fascism.
C. B.
(The above editorial appeRred in the June 10 issue of The Standard
Bulletin and is reprinted here by request.-Editor.)

T~e Churc~' s Attitude

Taward

Its Creed

can assume different attitudes toward
A CHURCH
its creed. In the case of the historic Reformed
and Presbyterian (i.e., Calvinistic) denominations
the doctrinal and creedal emphasis has traditionally
always been stronger than in many other denominations. It is interesting to watch these bodies in
our land in their recent attitude toward their historic creeds. One such attitude is that of indifference. The desire on the part of the majority of the
leaders seems to be to let the documents rest. The
liberals among them are of the opinion that these
creedal writings ought to fall as soon as possible
into innocuous desuetude. American pragmatistic
liberalism has greatly strengthened and promoted
this attitude. Apparently this is the policy followed
by the leadership in the Presbyterian Church in
the U. S. A. Also the Reformed Church in the U. S.
(German Reformed), which is in process of merging with the Evangelical Church, seems to stand
committed to this policy as far as its leadership is
concerned. The merger of these two denominations
is being projected with the understanding that each
of these bodies shall retain its own creed, and that
nevertheless no office-bearer is expected to subscribe to the creed of the other body. This may
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appear very conservative-in reality it is the "conservatism" that makes the creed a harmless relic for
the ecclesiastical museum. Another attitude toward
the creed is that displayed of late by the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. (South). At its recent
assembly this great historically Calvinistic body has
just revised the article on Predestination in its
Westminster Confession. Without entering into the
details of this change, it is clear that this is an attitude of whittling down the fine points of the Reformed Creed. Behind it lies an apologizing attitude
toward the distinctive features of the great doctrines of the Reformed Faith. Whether this second
attitude toward the creed should be designated as
more or as less "radical'' than the first is quite immaterial. Both are of the defeatist type. There is
no hope for a progressive and living Reformed Faith
in either of them. The proper attitude toward the
creed in any Reformed Church will be marked by
three things. First, enthusiastic loyalty to the great
verities of the historic Reformed Faith as the deepest and richest formulation of Christian fundamentals. Second, readiness to expunge from these historic creeds any elements that in the light of later
developments of theological thought may prove to
have been extraneous to the genius of Reformed
theology and whose incorporation must be accounted
for from certain conceptions current in the age in
which these creeds arose. Third, readiness to expand the creed, if necessary, with a view to the new
issues and errors of our day and age. The Christian
Reformed Church is one of the historic Reformed
Churches in our land which believes in promoting
this threefold attitude toward its creed. At its
recent Synod it did two things in reference to its
creed. First, it removed from Article XXXVI of its
Belgic Confession those objectionable phrases which
were occasioned by the erroneous view of the relation of Church and State which prevailed widely'
among the Reformed in the sixteenth centuryphrases which since the Synod of 1910 had been
ineffectively neutralized by a footnote to the article.
Secondly, it appointed an ad interim committee on
possible future creedal expansion.
C. B.

Dr. Homrighausen's
Name Wit ~drawn
JN last month's leading editorial, as our readers
will recall, mention was made of the fact that
Dr. E. G. Homrighausen was one of the recent
"Barthian" appointees to the Faculty of Princeton
Theological Seminary. Having served so far only
as visiting professor, his name was to have been
submitted by the Board of Trustees to the recent
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the U. S. A. for confirmation, Princeton Seminary
being-in distinction from such a seminary as Union
at New York~a denominational school. The occasion for writing this little editorial is found in the
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interesting fact that the Board of Trustees has seen
fit to withdraw the name of Dr. Homrighausen. This·
bit of news possesses more than passing interest, in
view of the doctrinal controversy which has of late
arisen over the "Barthian" trend of things at Princeton. It would be of even greater interest if we could
inform our readers as to the motives that prompted
the Board in this action. However, -vve are not in a
position to do so. Will Dr. Homrighausen continue
as a visiting professor next year, so that his name
may still be submitted at a later time? Does the
Board realize that it must make some concession to
the growing sentiment among the historically Reformed elements in the Church against the growth
of Barthianism at Princeton? And, if so, is Dr.
Homrighausen, whose views on Scripture have of
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late been quoted widely, the best "sacrifice" to
make? Or is the Board beginning to realize that it
may well proceed with caution on the road to an
enthusiastic espousal of the Barthian cause, which
President Mackay has of late championed? We can
only guess, but we shall watch the development of
things at Princeton with interest and with a sincere
prayer in our hearts that Princeton may return to a
progressive and vital espousal of the great verities
of the historic Reformed Faith. With certain liberals as weH as orthodox leaders on the Board it is
not so easy to forecast what the ultimate attitude of
the Board may be toward the introduction of the
Barth-Brunner type of reconstruction of the Reformed Faith. There are a number of interesting
possibilities.
C. B.

CALVINISM AND WORLD POLITICS
Amry Vanden Bosch, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science, University of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky.

OOKING back upon the pre-war years, one is
struck by the fact that Christians gave so little
thought to the problems of world politics. It is even
more striking that Calvinists gave no more thought
to these problems than other Christians, for it is the
boast of the Calvinist that he has an all-embracing
·life and world view. Moreover, Calvinism has been
an international movement and Calvinists in the
various countries where it took root have kept in
contact with each other. One might have expected
some systematic views on world politics from the
Dutch Calvinists, for the Netherlands is a center of
world banking and commerce and intellectual life,
and Dutch Calvinists have been aggressive in applying Calvinistic principles to all phases of life's
activities.

l

J

Abraham Kuyper on World Politics
But even Abraham Kuyper had little more than
negative views on world politics. Certainly nowhere
is there to be found such a treatment in those works
of his wh.ere one would most expect to find it, namely in Ons Program, published in 1879, and in Antirevolutionaire Staatkimde, published in 1916. Fragments there are, but fragments only. Until 1934 the
Antirevolutionary Party had no planks in its platform dealing with foreign relations. As late as 1927,
after the defeat of the Dutch Belgium Treaty in the
Dutch First Chamber, Colijn complained bitterly
about the fact that the Antirevolutionary Party had
no foreign relations plank in its platform. In the
vote on this treaty in the two houses the ranks of
the Antirevolutionary Party were torn wide open.
Colijn himself supported the treaty; many members
of his party did not;

In his Stone Lectures delivered at Princeton in
1898, Kuyper included a lecture on Calvinism and
Politics. In this lecture he dismissed the whole
problem of world politics with a few paragraphs.
But the material of these few paragraphs is highly
significant, even if largely negative. He states that
man, quoting Aristotle, is a political being. The
impulse to form states arises from man's social
nature. Men were not created disconnected individuals. By virtue of his birth he is organically
united with the whole human race, which is of one
blood. He states further that this organic unity of
the race to be realized politically would require the
association of the whole of humanity in one world
empire. But the disintegrating force of sin has dissolved our unity. He admits a very strong attraction
for the international, cosmopolitan endeavors of the
Socialists but holds that "they are seeking the unattainable in endeavoring to realize this high and
holy ideal in a sinful world/' They are looking
backward after a lost paradise.
Kuyper apparently accepted the nation-state as
the final form of human association, and as the ultimate unit of political organization. Kuyper, in my
opinion, denied the logical deductions from his
major premises. Or to put it more charitably, he
hesitated to draw them. If national magistrates are
necessary because of sin, why is not some form of
international magistracy necessary?
Must we
assume that God does not wish sin restrained in the
international sphere? It will be countered that the
task of organizing the world for peace, for law and
order, is insuperable. Assuming for the moment
that that is true, can the difficulty of a problem ever
excuse the Christian from his duty of seeking a
solution?.
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Kuyper and Dutch Foreign Affairs
As a member of parliament Kuyper showed a
keen interest in colonial and foreign questions and
he frequently exerted a powerful influence for a
more responsible and enlightened policy. He opposed the war against Acheh, a native state in
Northern Sumatra. This war, which was probably
needlessly begun, literally lasted for decades and
drained the East Indian treasury, leaving it no resources for an aggressive welfare policy. He ~as
opposed to a policy of exploitation of the c?lon~es
and ardently advocated the promotion of native mterests by means of a vigorous welfare policy. With
respect to foreign affairs he constan~ly. pressed f~r
more publicity and urged the negotiat10n of arbitration treaties.
His one weakness was his advocacy of protection.
He pressed this as a matter of principle. Protecti?n
was an issue in the 1913 election and Kuyper was its
most ardent defender. But it is to be noted that the
bill which embodied the proposal of the Heemskerk
cabinet would have raised the· tariff rates from 12
to 14 per cent, which would still have left the Netherlands one of the lowest tariff countries in the
world. With the defeat of the Christian coalition in
the election of 1913 Kuyper yielded and consented
to dropping the advocacy of protection. So he c?ul.d
not have regarded protection as a matter of prmciple after all.
As the head of a ministry Kuyper selected for his
minister for foreign affairs a rather weak personality. Apparently he wished to be his ov:rn fore.ign
minister and to carry on a personal foreign policy.
For this 'he was bitterly criticized by the opposition.
He offered the crood offices of the Netherlands government to bri;g the Boer war to a close. In this
he was successful, saving, as he said, the Boers from
extinction. There is some indication that Kuyper
played with the idea of directii;ig Dutch. fo~eign ;elations from the traditional policy of strict isolat10n
to one of alliances. He was an inveterate traveler.
Every vacation found him trave~i~g abroad. ~e
cause of, this he was dubbed mimster of foreign
travels. Because he made official calls at Berlin
and Rome it was thought that he was thinking of
joining the Netherlands to the Triple Alliance. C~n
servative Dutch circles feared Kuyper's tendencies
in foreign affairs as a departure f;?m what. they
regarded as the true and tried traditional poh~y. of
strict isolation and abstention from world politics.
That distrust may not have been confined to conservative circles and may have played a part in the
defeat of the Christian coalition in the 1905 election.
Kuyper, Carnegie, and the Peace Palace
Kuyper was very much interested in making The
Hague the peace capital of the world and gave every
movement in this direction his powerful support. To
give an instance of this interest I may ~ention his
work as chairman of the Central Council for Inter-
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nationalism. On this committee were such men as
the great Dutch authority on private international
law,'Mr. Asser. This committee wished to establish
at The Hague a university of international law and
allied subjects. It was hoped that this proposed
university by its excellence would attract the most
promising young people of all countries and that its
graduates would return to their respective countries
to enter politics, or the diplomatic service or the
foreign office. It was thought that such an institution would have a great influence in producing more
international-mindedness in the people who would
in the future hold positions of influence for moulding the foreign polic:ies of their governments. Out
of it also it was expected, would come a greater
understan'ding and respect for the role of law in
world affairs. Kuyper was charged by the council
to acquaint Carnegie with the plans and to try to
enlist his support. On one of Carnegie's visits to
The Hague he did so. Carnegie listened sympathetically but all that came out of it is the Hague
Academy of International Law, a lecture course on
various phases of international law given every
summer at the Peace Palace. The failure of the
Committee's plan to materialize was a source of
very great disappointment to Kuyper.

No Cal'linistic Minister of Foreign Affairs
In only ten of the twenty-eight years of Christian
coalition cabinets (32 years if one includes the .
national cabinet from 1933 to 1937, in which the
Christian Parties constituted the dominant elements) has there been a member of one of ·the
Christian Parties at the head of the ministry for
foreign affairs. And this in spite of the fact that t.he
Antirevolutionary and Christian Historical parties
had rnen like de Savornin Lohman, Heemskerk, and
Colijn. Antirevolutionaries have frequently held
the post of Minister of War, and of the Navy, but
only once has an Antirevolutionary been at the head
of the department of peace, and that over thirty
years ago. Is that a tacit confession that there are
iio Calvinistic principles applicable to foreign relations? Or that there are no Calvinists qualified to
hold this important post?
Here it may not be out of place to relate an incident which occurred at the time of the Heemskerk
ministry. De Marees van Swinderen, the Minister
for For~ign Affairs in that cabinet, had never been
suspected by anyone as sympathetic with the principles of the Christian parties. An irreverent jo';lrnalist asked the foreign minister how he stood with
respect to the principles of the Christian parties. His
reply was, "moderately indifferent." This bon mot
quickly spread over the country.
There are some explanations for the fact that even
in Christian ministries members of the Christian
parties were so rarely e:otrusted with the portfolio
for foreign affairs. One is that until the creation of
the League of Nations a small power like the Netherlands could not pursue a positive foreign policy,
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therefore it was just as well to place at the head of
the foreign ministry a non-political, technically
qualified person-a trained diplomat. The position
also requires a considerable private income and
social position, and the Antirevolutionary Party contains few rich and noble. I have an idea that the
disagreement between the Protestant and Catholic
parties with respect to diplomatic representation at
the Vatican may also have something to do with it.

Dutch Calvinists and the League of Nations
With the creation of the League of Nations the
whole situation changed. The League of Nations
gave the international community ari organization
through which it could operate. May I here point
out parenthetically that the person who has been by
universal consent granted the title of "Founder of
the League of Nations" was a child of a Presbyterian
. manse and himself a Presbyterian elder. General
Smuts, whose name after that of Wilson's is most
closely associated with the founding of the League
of Nations, has a Calvinistic background. For the
first time small states could play a great and honorable role in the politics of peace and international
welfare administration. Under a Christian coalition
ministry the Netherlands became an original member of the League. This opened up a vast field of
new opportunities for the Dutch Calvinists and
effectively did they make use of it. Through the
League of Nations, Colijn worked mightily for the
reduction of tariff barriers. He was chairman of
.one of the important committees of the World Economic Conference which met at Geneva in 1927. At
the London Conference in 1933 he likewise played a
leading role. I understand that Secretary Hull and
Minister Colijn are fast friends. This is not surprising for both men are staunch advocates of a
drastic reduction of tariff barriers. Victor Rutgers,
for many years a member of parliament and now
professor of law at the Free University, served on
the League of Nations' disarmament commission and
as chairman of one of its important committees. He
himself prepared a memorandum on the determination of aggression which was discussed before the
Assembly. In this difficult work Rutgers acquired a
solid reputation. Heemskerk, who for many years
had played a leading role in the Interparliamentary
Union, was now given the opportunity to employ his
great powers as a jurist on the international stage.
When the League of Nations called a conference for
the codification of international law in 1930, Mr.
Heemskerk was selected as the presiding officer.
Dr. Nederbragt and other Antirevolutionaries
served the League arid the international community
with distinction during this period. Professor Anema worked tirelessly to popularize .the League of
Natio.ns in the Netherlands. As a member of the
first· chambe.r he constantly urged his government
to support League activity with more vigor.

FORUM

271

The (iood Work Continues
Not only did the Dutch government under the
Christian coalition join the League of Nations, it
also joined the International Labor Office and the
Permanent Court of International Justice. In joining the World Court it accepted the optional clause
of the Statute, which carries with it compulsory
jurisdiction. Throughout the life of the Court there
has been a Dutch national on the bench. The first
president of the Court was Mr. Loder, the Dutch
jurist. In the International Labor Organization
Mgr. Nolen, for many years a Dutch delegate to the
annual conferences, was a very influential figure.
Because of their experience and scientific approach
to the problem of colonial administration, the Dutch
were able to furnish able personnel in the work of
the Mandates system. From the very beginning
there has been a Dutch national on the Mandates
Commission. .The librarian of the splendid League
library is a Netherlander. It is my guess that the
Netherlands has furnished more nationals for important posts in international organizations during
the last two decades than any other country, taking
into consideration the size of the population.
Finally in 1934 the Antirevolutionary Party drew
the logical and inescapable deductions from fundamental Christian principles and embodied them in
two planks of their revised platform. Acknowledging that international relations are governed by the
ordinances of God, the party advocates. that the
government give its powerful cooperation in the
development of international law, the settlement of
international disputes by the judicial method, the
prevention of the use of illegal force, by sanctions,
if necessary, the upbuilding of international society
and the promotion of justice and righteousness, in
order that the spiritual and material interest of the
peoples may be advanced. A second plank advocated free trade.
The League Deserted
I need not point out to you that in the return of
world anarchy which has resulted from the deser:.
tiori of the League by the Great Powers, the position
of the small states has become one of great anxiety
and uncertainty. No matter how large a percentage
of their national income they may spend on armaments, they will still be helpless before the brutal
force of the dictatorships. Their influence in world
politics is reduced to zero. With this recent unhappy trend of events the opportunities of the Dutch
Calvinists to influence international political life
has been largely blocked.
I need not press the contrast in attitude between
the Dutch Calvinists and the Calvinists of Dutch descent in this country. You are already painfully
aware of this contrast. Our people, attracted by the
early idealism of the Republican Party, continued
to give it their unswerving allegiance long after jt
.had become complacent and sterile. ·My maternal
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grandfather was one of the two (I may exaggerate
somewhat) Democrats in Ottawa County. In my
boyhood I regarded this as a disgrace the family
could never hope to live down. With the course of
the years I have come to honor my grandfather as a
man of independent judgment and salty character.
I have seen flaming editorials in Holland-American
church papers in support of huge armament appropriations but I do not recall a single editorial or
article in support of the principles of the League of
Nations or one advocating American entrance.

~
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America's Disappointing Stand

And what was the policy of our government during this period? Was it to lessen international confusion and chaos? Was it in support of international
law and order and the judicial settlement of international disputes? Was it in the direction of lower
tariffs, so that by a freer exchange of goods on the
basis of mutual advantage, the standard of living in
all countries might be raised?
We rejected our own child, the League of Nations,
that institution which represents the embodiment
politically of the conception of the organic unity of
the human race. We have refused to take even so
weak a step forward as entrance to the World
Courts. We insisted that the Allied governments
pay the huge sums of money borrowed from our
governments during the World War, and when the
payment& began to come in the only form in which
the payments could come, in goods, we twice raised
our already high tariff walls. By these measures
we were instrumental in driving other countries
into that economic nationalism which is one of the
chief curses with which the world is now afflicted.
The few good gestures our government made
were fruitless largely because we ignored and refused to work through the one political organ which
the international community, after much travail,
had set up. Our government acted as if there were
no League of Nations. In the early twenties it
seemed as if our government deliberately sought to
hamper and discredit the league and to encourage
its members to desert it. The Briand-Kellogg Pact
is ineffectual because it lacks implementation, which
only an international organization of some sort can
give it. A certain idealism will not permit the government any longer to recognize conquests. Secretary Hull has recently announced that the United
States government will not recognize the conquest
of Ethiopia, yet the United States government did
nothing to prevent the conquest. In the end this
doctrine will become unworkable, for the reason
that there will develop a wide discrepancy between
the actual facts of international life and the theoretical assumptions of our own government. Either
we shall have to do something to make the facts
conform to our ideals or yield our ideals to the sad
facts of a lawless world. If we are not willing to
apply sanctions, such as embargoes and boycotts, to
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prevent conquests or treaties or situations from being brought about by force, we shall have to forego
the luxury of idealism.

Neutrality and Armament Race
Little progress can be made in reducing world
anarchy so long as we are unwilling to base our
foreign policy upon a frank recognition of the existence of the world community. The problem of
neutrality is an example of that. We cannot go back
to the old neutrality, for as a result of the World
War no one knows what the rules any longer are.
Assumil:;i.g that the rules governing the rights and
duties of neutrals and belligerents could be restated, insistence upon so-called neutral rights, in
case of a major war, would bring us into hostilities
with either or both belligerents. But the new neutrality which does not distinguish between aggressor
and attacked, but treats them alike, a neutrality
which surrenders the high seas to the strongest and
most brutal state, encourages aggression and promotes anarchy. As illustrated by the Spanish situation, our new neutrality law actually serves as an
inducement to insurrection.
And now, because of the increasing anarchy,
which our policies have done nothing to reduce,
(with the exception of the New Deal trade agreements policy) we are going to try to wrest the leadership from the rest of the world in the armaments
race. Ha:d we been willing to throw only a part of
our existing armaments and the whole of our vast
economic power behind the collective security provisions of the League of Nations in years past, we
might now be spared the costs and the increased
uncertainties which the new program brings.

A Crisis in Internationalism
We are living in a period of great crisis in human
affairs. It is a period of disintegration, a period very
much like that in Europe at the time of the religious
wars three centuries ago. The disintegration at that
time came as the inevitable consequence of the rise
of the sovereign state, which refused to recognize
the existence or binding character of any external
restraints. The reintegration process at that time
was begun by a great Dutch Christian jurist, though
not a Calvinist, Hugo de Groot. He wrote at the
time, "Convinced as I was that there does exist a
common law between nations, a law that is valid
both in the preparations for war and during war
itself, I found many and cogent reasons for writing
on the topic. Throughout Christendom I watched a
license of which savages would be ashamed. Men
rushed to arms on the most frivolous pretexts, and
once war was declared there was no respect for the
laws of God or men, nothing but a riot of fury as
though authorization had been given for every sort
of crime." His great. work on the Laws of War and
Peace won him the title of the Father of Interhationa1 Law.
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The little band of modern Dutch Calvinists have
labored heroically using the opportunities which the
League of Nations afforded them, in behalf of a
more economically, politically and juridically integrated world. If world disaster is not stayed the
fault is not theirs.
It must be clear to everyone that the sovereign
state can never become the final form of human
association. The very existence of an international
law, however narrow may be its scope, is the recognition of man's greater basic unity. It stands as a
protest against the full implications of the doctrine
of sovereignty. The corollary of sovereignty is
chaos.

Our Part in World Politics
The weakness of our foreign policy is that it goes
in different directions at the same time; it has no
unity of purpose, no single direction. Its basic difficulty arises from oµr refusal to accept the full implications of the organic unity of the race. To deny
our common humanity, fo ignore the existence of
the international community is to promote further
confusion and anarchy. The world must be made a
realm of law. Once we as a nation set our foot on
the path of an ordered international society we shall

:FORUM

273

discover that there is no stopping place. We must
either organize the world for order and the supremacy of the law, put force behind the law, or national
force will be placed against the law, and the world
will slide back into further chaos.
It is now fashionable to scoff at the League of
Nations. The basic principles of the League have
not been proved wrong, and if mankind. is not to go
down in one great disaster, mankind will again have
to return to them. Someone once said to Gilbert
Keith Chesterton that Christianity had been tried
and found wanting. "No,'' replied Chesterton, "it
has been tried, found hard, and dropped."
General Smuts, that versatile genius and phrase
maker, some years ago said, "Mankind has struck
its tents, mankind is on the march." There can be
no doubt that mankind is on the march, but whither
is it marching? At present it would seem that it is
marching pell-mell toward disaster.
The world will in the end have to be organized
for peace. Every American Christian, and certainly
every Calvinist among them, should insist that the
United States government give its full cooperation
to that end. It is probably too much to hope that
our government will take a lead in that great work,
that it will do more than other states, but we have
a duty to demand that it shall not do less.

THE THEORY OF A PERFECT CREATION
Dudley Joseph Whitney
Exeter, California

almost any scientist how the first plants and
A SKanimals
came into being, and he will reply
that they came into being by evolution, which is to
say, that the first were "a fortuitous concourse of
atoms" and that from these everything that has lived
descended: that the highly complex plants and animals descended by natural variation and natural
selection from the first naturally occurring living
things. If the scientist is a theist, he may believe
that this was theistic rather than purely mechanistic
evolution, but this is a distinction rather than a
difference.
Ask almost any special creationist how the first
plants and animals came into being, and he will
reply that the first plants and animals were products
of special creation and that they were in all essentials like their existing descendents. The special
creationist may be somewhat hazy on the question
whether special creation occurred at intervals during millions of years or in three literal days a few
thousand years ago, but he will in most instances
assert that the original ancestors of all living things
were very little different from their present descendents.

The Edenic Creation and Degeneration
Read the account of creation in the first two chapters of Genesis, taking the record in a direct and
natural manner, and you will see that the Edenic
creation was an ideal creation. A perfect earth was
made, transc'ending by far in excellence the CeyIon
of which the poet wrote, "Where every prospect
pleases." In Ceylon as in all other parts of the
world there are many things in nature in addition
to man which are evil.
.
Present plants and animals, and those with which
man has been familiar through the centuries of
written history, are descended from those of the
perfect Edenic creation. Certainly many of them
are far from ideal, and the theory of creation which
would make nettles, cobras, mosquitoes, lice, hookworms and other harmful things exist on the Edenic
earth in practically their present form is simply
contrary to Scripture. Scripture asserts that animals lived on vegetation alone in the Edenic earth,
and even then it is assumed that they were not to
destroy that vegetation. Only after the coming of
sin did their habits change. There were no thorns
and briers in the Edenic earth; their development
came later by degeneration of plants without thorns.
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A study of nature itself indicates that these things
came by degeneration. The thorns and briers of
various plants show very strong indications of having developed by the degeneration of either shoots
or leaves. Botanists believe that they originated in
that manner. Scale insects usually start life with a
full compliment of legs, but on attaching themselves
to plants they soon seem to lose almost everything
but the organs of nutrition and reproduction. · Parasitic insects and parasitic plants usually appear ;to
be degenerate descendants of very different ancestors. This shows two things: there has been much
degeneration since the creation of the first plants
and animals, and creatures do not necessarily continue like their created ancestors-there has been
much change since creation.

Fixed Species and Cross Breeding
On the problem of the possibility of change since
creation the fact may be allowed that fixity of
species is now a rule of nature, but not absolute
fixity of species. However, any familiarity with the
classification of plants and animals and any knowledge of genetics will show that much change must
have occurred in the past. All felines from the
house cat to the tiger are clearly felines; also there
can be crossing between what are now distinct
species. The lion and the tiger never mate in the
wild, but they will do so in captivity if mates of
their own kind are not available. Many other
groups of plants and animals are composed of species which are clearly related, like the polar bear
and the black bear, or the California poppy and the
poppy of Flanders fields.
Also, there are all degrees of interfertility in
various groups. The offspring of lion and tiger is
fertile with either kind of animal. Females of the
bison and ox cross are fertile with either parent
species, but the males are sterile. A mule is sterile,
but easy to produce. Among plants certain hybrids
can only rarely be produced and are always sterile.
One step farther are the groups where no hybridization seems possible, but resemblances are so pronounced in nearly every part of the organisms that
relationship is indicated most strongly.
Monkeys provide an excellent example of this.
There are several score of P,imerican monkeys, all
of which resemble one another in certain ways in
which they differ from Old World monkeys. The
Old World monkeys also all resemble one another in
certain striking ways in which they differ from
Americart monkeys. Certainly it would seem unrea~onable to assert that each monkey species in
both Old and New World was a separate creation,
completely unrelated to other monkeys, yet once
relation is allowed when there is no crossing possible, much change since creation must be allowed.

Degeneration
The features thus far developed ought to show
that the theory that special creation operated to
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make the original ancestors of plants and animals
essentially the same as their present descendants is
wrong, and two possibilities therefore remain: the
theory of evolution, which requires a naturalistic
development of very simply organized organisms
into the highly complex plants and animals which
now live; and the theory of a perfect creation to
which came demoralization and degeneration. This
subject can be investigated from the standpoint of
both philosophy and science.
Of the two science is the better guide, since philosophers frequently have a greater fame for being
wrong than being right. The scientific reasons for
believing in degeneration after a perfect creation
might be thought beyond the non-scientist, but this
is not the case: the principles involved are very
simple.
Plants and animals are composed of different
organs. In human beings and warm blooded animals there is the eye, the ear, the heart, milk glands,
various muscles and nerves and so on. Certainly
few or none of these would originate by pure
chance; read scores 9f books on evolution and you
will find practically nothing said about origins; all
the evidence shown for evolution is simply change
after creation, not . change as a substitute for
creation.
Any effort to set forth a naturalistic explanation
for the origin of the eye would be so fantastic and
ridiculous that evolutionists do not make the trial;
they simply assume the eye. Any effort to account
for milk glands by evolution would make the theory
of constructive evolution ridiculous; therefore this
is not done. Think of milk glands starting between
the scales of reptiles, whose young since reptile time
began had not needed milk nor had the muscles of
the mouth for grasping a nipple, and this alone will
show the impossibility of evolution originating milk
giving animals. Apply this principle to practically
every other organ known in nature and the conclusion will be the same. By pure reason then, organs
must be by creation.

Change, Chromosomes, Genes
Change after creation may not necessarily be degeneration, but it can easily be so, and the science
of genetics shows that it often is so: change very
often comes by loss.
In the mechanics of heredity it is found that the
different features of an animal are contained in the
life germ in what are called chromosomes. These
are comparable to tiny strings of beads, each bead,
or gene, carrying something which goes into the
making of the individual which is being formed.
Occasionally one or more of these genes is destroyed
or lost in the process of reproduction. If an albino
is born, the gene for color is lost. If a hornless
sheep or calf is born, the gene for horns is lost,
Occasionally an organ may increase in size or number, or be altered somewhat, instead of the gene for
it being lost; however, almost any good book on
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genetics will show that changes in heredity trace
back mainly to loss.
Examples of loss are abundant in nature. A faculty, or an organ, tends to be lost by non-use. Virgil
wrote, "Easy is the descent to Avernis." Loss is
easy, but to regain what is almost lost is difficult.
Among mankind a tendency toward baldness is
certainly an example of loss. Other illustrations
could be given.
Galton, who founded the study of eugenics, wrote:
"The average Greek of the age of Pericles was as
much superior to the average Englishman of today
as the Englishman is superior to the Central
African."
Since Galton's time the English, measured by the
qualities of the average citizen, have descended
several degrees farther toward Avernis, but if Galton was right-and he is believed to have beenmodern man has certainly fallen very far from the
standard of his early ancestors, measured by the
native ability of the average individual. While the
Greek of the time of Pericles was a capable individual, the early Chaldean, Assyrian, Persian, Phcenician, Egyptian and Latin was a very capable individual too. The progress of the individual since
antiquity, figured on the basis of what he inherits
from his ancestors, seems to have been downward.
This may be more marked in man than among
plants and animals in general, but what applies to
man in this connection applies in certain respects to
them too; change is not always degeneration, or loss
from the inheritance, but to a great extent change
and loss in inheritance are closely connected.
"Change and decay in all around I see." This is not
only sound hymnology; it is sound science.

God and Nature: Three Views
When a certain conclusion is demanded by science, philosophy rightly should follow science. Still
the Conclusions of pure philosophy in accounting for
this present evil world may be found both interesting and instructive.
That we have a world which is evil in many ways
can hardly be denied, and in philosophy there seem
to be three ways to account for this. 1. There is no
God over nature, and the universe operates like an
eternally-existing, self-winding clock. 2. There is
a God over nature, and he is working by evolution,
or by the operation of natural processes, toward
perfection in different parts of the universe. 3. God
made a perfect creation, but by the violation of his
laws the part of creation with which we are the
most familiar became demoralized.
The atheists make a practice of pointing out the
evil in this world: the cruelty, injustice and sorrow
of mankind, and the evil of nature. They say that
if there was a deity who had the control of the universe he would wish and have a perfect universe,
without sorrow, pain, distress or injustice; and since
we see all these things, we must decide that there is
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no God. By pure philosophy the argument seems
reasonable, but science testifies its falsity by the
fact that stars could not originate naturally, .neither
could this highly complex organic world; therefore
God IS. This disposes of the first proposition, leaving a major premise of the proposition, that God
wishes, or can be assumed to wish, a perfect earth,
still to be kept in mind.
The theistic evolutionist, in proposition two, also
assumes that God wishes an ideal earth. His philosophy, that perfection is to be attained by a struggle, has much in it to attract. Otherwise his proposition is very faulty. Evolution does not construct:
make stars, solar systems and living things. If these
come by acts of God, this is creation, not evolution. For evolution to operate, things must improve
by their own efforts, by natural processes. Man is
to be his own savior. Pure science testifies that the
philosophy is wrong as far as 'nature is concerned.
History shows that the course of mankind is ever
downward except when men accept the leadership
of God by his special revelation. Man brings ruin
to himself, not salvation, when he follows his own
devices.
What is left is the third proposition: that God
made a perfect creation which was marred and demoralized by a transgression of God's wishes and
commands. From the standpoint of philosophy the
failure of the other two propositions would sustain
this.

A Perfect Creation
It is also sustained by science: by the evidence of
a need for creation, of change in living things being
largely by loss and degeneration, of the decay rather
than the progress of mankind through the centuries,
as measured by the qualities of the individual.
It is sustained by revelation: the Scriptures record a perfect creation and a far more vigorous and
capable type of man in antiquity than lives now;
they record the coming of sin and the demoralization of the world from that cause. They fill out the
major pr~mise of the first proposition, that God
desires and will have a perfect universe, by giving
man a means of restoration, and by promising the
ultimate restoration of the demoralized creation. By
both science and Scripture the theory of a perfect
creation is sustained.
OUTSTANDING BOOKS ON CREATION AND EVOLUTION
SIR AMBROSE FLEMING-Evolution or Creation? London: Morian & Scott, or in this country, Zondervan, Grand Rapids.
Michi1rnn. General; does not deal with the geological
"ages." 1934.
LOUIS T. MORE--The Dogma of Evolution. Princeton Univers!ty Press. Splendid as a historical and philosophical criticism. 1925.
GEORGE BARRY O'TooLE-The Case Aaainst Evolution. The
Macmillan Co., N. Y. This is the leading Roman Catholic
book against evolution. It accepts the Flood Theory of
Geology. 1935. $3.50.
DouGI,AS DEW AR-Difficulties of the Evolution Theor11. London:
Edwin Arnold. Good as a criticism of the general theory.
Accepts the geological "ages." 1931. 12 shillings. 6 pence.
-Man a Special Creation. London: Thyme & Co., 1936. Good
as a specific criticism of man's animal origin; but ends on
a lot of criticism of oth"r quite irrelevant matters.
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FLOYD E. HAMILTON-The Basis of Evolutionary Faith. London: James Clarke & Co.; in this country through the
Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing Co., Witherspoon
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Criticizes the entire theory,
geological "ages" and all. Splendid. 1932. $1.50.
AUSTIN H. CLARK-The New Evolution. Baltimore: Williams
& Wilkins. Accepts the geological "ages," but gives many
telling facts and arguments against current evolutionary
theories. 1930.
LEO S. BERG--"Nomogenesis." (Translated from the Russian.)
London: Constable & Co. Highly technical, but critical of
monophyletic evolution. 192~
D. H. SCOTT-Extinct Plants and Problems of Evolution. London: Macmillan & Co. Accepts evolution somehow "on
faith"; but is keenly critical of the details of the theory as
related to plants. 1924.
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BYRON C. NELSON-A/ ter Its Kind. Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House. Deals both with the biology and the
geology of the theory. 1930. $1.50.
-The Deluge Story in Stone. A history of the Flood Theory of
Geology. Above publisher. Indispensible; the only history
of flood geology in any language. 1931. $1.50.
GEORGE MCCREADY PRICE-The Phantom of Organic Evolution.
New York: Fleming H. Revell. 1924. $1.50.
-Evolutionary Geolo,gy and the New Catastrophism. Mountain
View, California: The Pacific Press. 1926. $1.85.
-The Modern Flood Theory of Geology. New York: Revell.
1935. $1.25.
The titles of these books indicate their subject-matter.
There are about a dozen other works by Professor Price
all critical of the entire theory of organic evolution. Som~
of his books are now out of print.
FRANK ALLEN-Evolution in the Balances. New York: Revell.
This is a general criticism of evolution. The author accepts Flood Geology. 1926.

HITLER'S ANTI-SEMITISM
Leonard De Moor, Ph.D.
Minister North Blendon Reformed Church

N two previous articles we have spoken successively of the teachings contained in Rosenberg's
Myth of the Twentieth Century and of the history
of the German Church crisis under Hitler's totalitarian state. In this article we conclude this discussion and shall deal especially with the Aryan
question and the anti-Semitic teachings of Hitler's
Mein Kampf in their bearing upon the present plight
of the German Evangelical Church.
During the conflict under Reich Bishop Muller in
1933 and 1934 German Protestantism set itself increasingly against him and succeeded in wresting
concession after concession from him. As a single
illustration of the moderation which the truly Evangelical forces brought to the situation by means of
vigorous protest, let us consider the matter of the
application of Aryan legislation to the servants of
the Church. The contest waged on this matter also
clearly shows the objective of the German Christians.
·

I

Aryan Clauses and Church Officer5
The call to battle on this point was given on September 5, 1933, when the new General Synod of the
Prussian Church announced that the Aryan paragraphs had been adopted and accepted as applicable
to the pastors and other officials in the service of the
church. Now just exactly what did that mean? It
meant that a law was issued which excluded from
clerical and other offices in the church all those who
were of Jewish or partly Jewish extraction, or
whose wives were such. More particularly the
Ecclesiastical Service Law stated:
Any person who is of non-Aryan extraction or who is married to a person of non-Aryan extraction, c•annot be called as
pastor or official of the general church administration. Pastors
or officials of Aryan extraction who have entered into marriage with a person of non-Aryan extraction, are to •be dismissed. A person of non-Aryan extraction is defined ace<>rding to the regulations of the Civil Service Law of the Reich.
(Given in Die Christliche Welt, Oct. 1, 1933, p. 897.)

On this last point, the German Civil Service Law
states:
A "non-Aryan" is defined as a person descended from nonAryan, particularly Jewish, parents or grandparents.
It
suffices if one parent or grandparent is a non-Aryan. This
applies especially if one parent or grandparent has professed
the Jewish religion.

This is from t:i1e decree of April 11, 1933. And the
September 16 decree states:
Any official can be reg•arded as "non-Aryan" whose greatgrandfather belonged to the Jewish race, even if he were
baptized in the Christian church.

A Storm of Protests
The storm of protests which this legislation
elicited began on the floor of the Synod which drew
it up. The Bodelschwingh faction in the Prussian
Church led the revolt, and after registering their
protest against this Aryan clause, walked out of the
Synod in a body. They numbered 75 of the 229
members of this assembly. Their special grievance,
apart from the racial question, was "the arbitrary
use of force in arriving at a decision," the stampede
methods by which these laws had been proposed
and adopted. Openly referring to this gathering as
a "robber synod," they asserted in leaving:
We refuse co-responsibility for this Synod because we cannot recognize it before history and before Christianity as a
genuine one. May God help us. May God help our ·Church.
(Cited by Chas. S. Macfarland, The New Church and the
New Germciny, Macmillan, 1934, p. 74.)

Besides the disapproval registered by this walkout, there followed, in rapid succession, from various quarters a veritable flood of criticism against
this piece of legislation.
A group of pastors numbering 2,000 on the 27th
of September sent a memorial of protest to the
National Synod which met at WittenberP- on that
date. They demanded that immediate steps be
taken to curb the pressure and persecution which
0
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It will not be possible, here, to outline the course
the German Christians were guilty of practicing
of events in the German Evangelical Church during
against the minority.
More significant still was a statement approved the interval between the year 1934 and the present.
by the entire Theological Faculty of the University But by means of this very inadequate review of cerof Marburg, and accepted by the convention of pas- · tain crucial happenings in the first two years of
tors of the Third Upper-Hessian church district, on Nazi rule, we nevertheless may get some idea of the
September 11. The Marburg opinion, most care- objective of the German Christian group, encourfully worked out, was that the Aryan provisions are aged, not to say supported by the government, and
the desperate struggle undertaken by the true
irreconcilable with the character of the Christi-an ·church as it
church of Jesus Christ there:
is determined by the alone definitive authority of the Holy
Scripture and the gospel of Je,sus Christ and as it is witnessed
to by the confessions of the Reformation.
(Printed as Appendix II in Chas. S. Macfarland's, The New
Chu1·ch and the New Germany, Macmillan, 1934, p. 188.)

The spirit of revolt was mounting. There followed a statement prepared by nineteen leading
German New Testament scholars, including such
internationally famous names as those of Bultmann,
Deissmann, Heim, Lietzmann, and van Soden. These
men emphasized the fact that according to the New
Testament the Christian Church was one church,
composed of Jews and Gentiles, who were visibly
united in one congregation, and that for membership in this church only faith and baptism were
necessary.
Furthermore, while the National Synod was meeting in Wittenberg, twenty-two Berlin pastors appended their names to a defiant document which
was distributed and posted up in the city of Martin
Luther. The ''.Aryan paragraph," they declared,
violated the Gospel, the fundamental principles of
the ministry, and the spiritual mission conferred by
ordination, which could not be annulled.

The Aryan Paragraph Revoked

In

the face of all this opposition, it is no wonder
that the National Synod took no action on this much
contested point. Moreover, these contentions, made
vocal in the pulpits of Protestant ministers, and
made politically powerful through the fighting
"Pfarrersbund" (Pastors' Emergency Federation),
saw recognition coming to its point of view, when
on the 17th of November the National Ministerium
suspended the operation of the "Aryan paragraph,"
pending the promulgation of a new church law.
When the new law was drawn up on December 4,
the application of the racial principle to the servants
of the church was so modified as practically to put
an end to it. But it was not until August 24, 1934,
that final disposition was made of this most troublesome question. That was when the Ecclesiastical
Ministry of the German Evangelical Church revoked the decrees modifying the Aryan law as made
. on November 17th and December 4th, and revived
the laws of the individual provincial churches dealing with Jews in the pulpits and church offices.
· Thus, after almost a year of agitation, the status of
the Jew became again precisely what it had been in
September, 1933, when the struggle began! (Cf.
Douglass, Op. cit., p. 130-31.)

Anti-Semitism in Hitler's "Mein Kampf"
Allow me to point out that all these events and a
multitude of others of a similar kind are but the
consistent application of views laid down as early
as 1924, in that. document which Nazis from that
time on hailed as "the charter of national freedom
and the very cornerstone of the coming empire."
I refer to the book written by Adolf Hitler while in
prison in the Landsberg fortress, where he was kept
by the then government because of high treason,
due to his abortive Putsch. This book, Mein Kampf,
js not so much an autobiography as it is a program
for his party. It is the "Bible of National Socialism,"
and in 1933 naturally became Germany's best seller.
By that year 20 editions of the book had been
printed, totaling almost a million copies.
Here, then, is a passage from his book which may
almost be taken as a prophecy of the actual course
of events which we have just been considering.
Protestantism, he says, will always help in furthering all
that is essentially •German whenever it is a matter of inward
purity or increasing national sentiment, or defence of German
life, language, nay, even German fa"eedom, since all these are
essentially part of itself; but it is most hostile to any attempt
to rescue the nation from the clutches of its most deadly
enemy (the Jew), for its attitude towards Judaism has been
laid down more or less as a dogma. (E.g. acceptance of the
0. T. as the indispensable background for the N. T. and :the
Christian Church). Nevertheless it wavers undecidedly around
the question, and unless that question is solved, •all attempts
to bring about a German revival are without meaning or possibility of success.
Do not both our creeds today (Catholic and Protestant)
assume an attitude with regard to the Jewish question whkh
is in harmony neither with the nation's importance, nor with
the requirements of religion?
(Mein Kampf, in abridged translation, by E. T. S. Dugdale,
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1933, p. 48-9).

The whole of Der Fuehrer's book breathes a most
devastating spirit of hatred against the sons of
Abraham. He himself gives us an illuminating
revelation of the way in which he became a fanatical anti-Semite. From the time he left his home in
Linz, Austria, to study architecture in Vienna, he
became an ardent German nationalist. What he
saw in Vienna made him hate the Austro-Hungarian
Empire because it was an empire of nationalities,
and not a national empire. He saw the German
culture and the German genius being submerged by
Slavic, Semitic and other racial groups. It is from
that early time that he envisaged an empire in
which the teutonic blood of all Mitteleuropa would
throb through the veins and arteries of, one organ-
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ism, and not suffer the disadvantage of those parasites, the Jews, upon the body politic. Can that not
be taken to be the meaning of these words penned
in the solitude of his fortress prison?
In its capacity as a State, the German Reich must gather all
Germans to itself; it must not only select out of the German
nati.on only the best of the original racial elements and conserve them, ·but must slowly and surely raise them to a position
of dominance.
(My Battle, ibid., p. 161).

It is only in these last months that this dream has
· begun to come true, in the Anschluss with Austria.
The Fuehrer means exactly what he said on that
occasion,-that that was the proudest moment in
his whole life.

Hitler's Racial Philosophy
That is also the key to Hitler's racial philosophy,
which we shall let him present in his own words:
Blood-mixture, with the lowering of the racial level which
accompanies it, is the one and only reason that .old civilizations
disappear. It is not lost wars which ruin mankind, but loss
of the powers of resistance, which belong to pure ·blood alone.
. . . . Thus, if we review all the causes of the German collapse,
the final and decisive one is 'Seen to be the failure to. realize
the racial problem and, more especially, the Jewish menace.
. . . . I was beginning to learn afresh, •and only now [in his
early days in Vienna] ·came to a right comprehension of the
teachings •and intention of the Jew, Karl Marx. Only now did
I properly understand his Kapital, and likewise the struggle of
Social Democracy against the economics ·of the nation, and the
fact that its aim is to prepare the ground for the domination
of the truly international capital of ·the financiers and the
stock exchange. . . . . From being a feeble world-citizen I
became a fanatical anti-Semite.
The Jewish doctrine of
Marxism rejects the aristocratic principle in nature, and in
plaice .of the eternal privilege of force and 'Strength sets up the
mass ·and the dead weight of numbers. lt thus denies the
value of the individual among men, combats the importance of
nationality and race, thereby depriving humanity of the whole
meaning of its existence and culture. It would, therefore, as
a principle of the universe, conduce to an end of all order conceivable to mankind. . . . If the Jew, with the help of his
Marxian ·creed, conquers the nations of this world, his crown
will be the funeral wreath of the human raice, and the planet
will drive through the ether once again empty of mankind •as
it did millions of years ago. External Nature takes inexorable
revenge on any usurpation of her realm. Thus did I now
believe that I must act in the sense of the Almighty Creator:
by. fighting against the Jews I am doing the Lord's work.
(My Battle, ibid., pp. 125, 132-3, 94, 24-5).

How much of this way of thinking can be attributed to his reflections previous to the war, and what
proportion was born out of post-war conditions will
never be known, I suppose. We should not minimize the fact that the history of anti-Semitism in
Germany, especially since the year 1870, shows a
strong discrimination against Jews, and an ever
increasing support of the dogma of the superiority
of the Nordic, Inda-Germanic or Aryan races. It is
no wonder, then, that the German nation, embittered by the humiliation of national defeat, driven
to desperation by poverty, and suffering from hysteria because of social chaos, should search heaven
and earth to find a possible scapegoat, and should
fasten upon the Jewish race as the source of all its
ills. In the years since 1920 no one spread antiSemitism with such satanic zeal as did the leader
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of the Nazi party, Adolf Hitler. This being the case
we should not be too surprised that the Jewish
problem is giving the German churches such infinite
trouble. It is all a consequence of the National
Socialist ideology.

In Defiance of Christian Ethics
Our concern has been the crisis of the German
Church under Hitler. And on that score we shall
need to say that he has shocked the sensibilities of
the entire Christian world. Whatever else we may
be able to say in praise of the man, and there is
much that is laudable in his character and achievements; we cannot; as Christians, become enthusiastic about the steer of his church policy.
And that the outworking of that policy in 1938 is
no different than it was in its initial stages in the
crucial years 1933-34 becomes evident from the
words of my German friend who, now pastor of a
German church in Antwerp, Belgium, writes under
date of April 23, 1938You know what the German national-socialism means for
Christi•an belief. It is anti-church and anti-religious.
It
stands for self-salvation instead of fox belief and the cross.
There is no doubt that the government continues the attacks
against the church. They do this under the calm approbation
of the majority of German people and under the tender resistance of 20%.

But we dare to think that the resistance with
which Hitler has met in church circles, in his attempt to effect a regimentation there, too, is a clear
indication of the fact that his basic psychology of·
the masses is wrong. For, bachelor as he is, he dares
to state it as his conviction, in his book, that
Like a woman whose sensibilities are influenced less by
abstract reasoning than by an indefinable longing and a respect for superior strength, and who would rather ·bow to the
strong man than dominate the weakling, the people love a
stern ruler more than a suppliant, and feel more inwardly
satisfied by doctrines which suffer no rival than by an admission of liberal freedom, which they have very little idea how to
use. . . . They only see the ruthless strength and brutality of
the ruler's determined utterances, to which they always bow.
in the end.
(My Battle, ibid., pp. 10-11).

To all of which we reply,-he does not yet understand that man, especially Germanic man, will fight
for nothing more relentlessly than for the right to
call his soul his own. We make bold to prophesy,
therefore, that just as dictators in the past have
experienced it, he, too, eventually will discover to
his grief the inexorable truth of the wise saying of
King Gustav Adolphus: "No State authority can
rule and regulate the conscience of man.;'

PURE DELIGHT
I will delight my self in harmony:
In beauty, the symposium of line and light
In music waves of majesty and might
And in the unity of truth and right.
-These shall delight my soul.
-JOAN GEISEL GARDNER.

ZION

- THE

SYMBOL AND THE REALITY
R. I. Campbell
Toronto, Canada

the title "Zion," the Encyclopedia BritanU N"?ER
nica says:

Sinai is usually, but erroneously, considered as
representing or symbolizing Law, and Zion, Grace.
But there is Grace at Sinai (Ex. 19: 4-6) and Law at
Zion (Isa. 2: 3). These two are not contradictory
or successive but always complementary in the successive economies of Redemption. The peculiar
physical characteristics and phenomena which were
seen at Mount Sinai seem to symbolize the sterner
aspects of Divine Law. But we must remember
that this revelation was given to a supernaturally
redeemed people (Ex. 19: 4). The peculiar characteristics of the ancient sacred city of Jerusalem
symbolize both Law and Grace in mutual balance
and harmony. The system revealed at Sinai, when
recognized and practiced, made Israel into a Theocracy (Ex. 19: 5-6; Deut. 14: 2) and later into a
kingdom which, at one stage, seems to typify, or
foreshadow in symbol, the future earthly Kingdom
of Messiah. All the Law, Grace and ceremonies instituted at Sinai are included in the Old Testament
Zion. The Theocracy consisted of Jehovah, Israel
and Zion. Sinai and Zion are contemporaneous and
not successive concepts.

Zion, originally the name of a Jebusite stronghold at Jerusalem captured by !David (2 Sam. v). This was probaibly on
the southern part of the eastern hill. Above it was built the
temple, and later the name was extended to the whole hill.
Finally it became ,a synonym for the city of Jerusalem, whose
inhabitants are personified as "the daughte,rs of Zion."

This quotation will indicate the popular view
among Jews and Christians. Does it do justice to
the Zion of Scripture? Let us look carefully at its
biblical setting.
The isolated occurrence of Sion at Deut. 4: 48 is an
obvious exception. We may ignore it and also the
variation of spelling in the Authorised Version.
Zion occurs about one hundred and fifty times in
Scripture but, significantly, only six times in Bible
history. It is questionable if it is used anywhere,
alone and clearly, as a geographical title. It is never
used in plain history or narrative unless accompanied by precise explanation. When we consider
that the title City of David is used sometimes without explanation and that J eriisalem occurs upwards
of four hundred and fifty times in the history, it is
surely not presumptuous to question the adequacy
of the popular definition. If Zion is merely a synonym for Jerusalem, why is it not used explicitly and
alone in this sense in Sacred history? There must
be a reason.

Zion, the Reality
When a word which usage has appropriated to one thing is,
transferred to another, there is a TROPE or figure; and the
expression is tropical or figurative. If, however, the first
signification of a word is no longer used, the tr.opical sense
becomes the proper one. (Angus-<Green, p. 220).

Sinai and Zion
There is one passage in the New Testament which
seems to give us the key to the true meaning of Zion.
For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched,
and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness,
and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the voices of
w,ords . . . . but ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the
city ·Of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, . . . . (Hebrews
12:18-22).

Here certainly Zion is not a synonym for Jerusalem or the City of David. It refers obviously to a
concept which is transcendent but no less real and
historical. Zion seems to be a sacred name with a
profound religious significance.
When the writer of the Hebrews speaks in the
passage quoted above of "the mount that might be
touched," which obviously is Sinai, he · does not
mean the literal mountain. He is obviously referring to certain characteristics of the Old Covenant
which was inaugurated at Sinai and not to the whole
system which began there and which later was
established on a more permanent basis at Jerusalem.
It was that whole system which made the heathen
fortress into a sacred city.

If Zion was ever used merely as a synonym for
Jerusalem, it seems in Scripture to have undergone
the change referred to in this quotation. When the
prophets, poets and New Testament writers use Zion
they seem to use the word in the same sacred sense
as it is used in Hebrews 12: 22. Not one occurrence
can be discovered where this fails to give a wholly
satisfactory sense. In some cases any other would
be absurd. We find also that the qualities which
scholars find associated with the secular word Zion
are used in the figurative language of Scripture in
depicting the peculiar characteristics of the reality
which lies beneath the sacred word Zion.

An adequate definition of Zion will not be attempted but the following partial definition is suggested: Where there is a. corporate society in which
Christ's (or Jehovah's) presence as Redeemer and
King is recognized, His power experienced and His
revealed will practiced: there is Zion. (See Matt.
28: 18-20.) We shall continue our present study on
the basis of this partial or tentative definition.
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Zion in Emblem
If it is insisted that Zion in Heb. 12: 22 is tropical
I shall not dispute the matter, but I shall insist that
the method of Interpretation which makes it so be
carried out consistently. I shall insist that where
the tropical use gives a more obvious, simple, or
even a more spiritual sense, it be adopted instead
of the physical or geographical sense.
But if Zion in Heb. 12: 22 is figurative that which
it represents has a true present reality, perhaps the
most important with which we are confronted here
on earth. That present reality has a true relationship to Jerusalem; not, however, the "Jerusalem
which now is," but the Jerusalem which was designed by God to be, for all future ages an emblem
or type for the instruction of the Church. In this
sense the externals or circumstantials of Old Testament worship and the unique and supernatural
aspects of its history, are symbolic, or emblematic,
of the great truths of religion which never change.
Judaism was preparatory and anticipatory in relation to Christianity, but it was, nevertheless, the
true religion. Its visible and temporary circumstantials were also symbols of permanent reality.
They serve so still for us under the Gospel. The
record of the symbolism is as necessary for us as
the material symbols were for the Jews. We can
see the symbols now only in the sacred records, but
we can see them there just as clearly as the ancient
people saw them in their visible glory. We have
better opportunity of understanding what they
meant than they who went to Jerusalem in sacred
pilgrimage in the days of old.

Zion in the Psalms
There is a sense, of course, in which much that is
written about Zion in the Psalms can be applied
literally to J erus,alem, for a brief period of its history. But for Christians to contend that the bare
material City was the reality which lay behind the
Zion of the Psalms seems to be nothing short of
wresting Scripture in the interests of a crass racial
or materialistic conception of the nature and purpose of the living and life-giving oracles of God.
No better argument, it seems to me, would be
desired by those who delight to pour scorn on what
they term the absurdities, the inconsistencies and
the anachronisms of the sacred books, than the contention of those supposedly orthodox writers who
say that the meaning of Zion in the Psalms is exhausted when it is applied literally or geographically to the earthly city.
Is it not possible that in this significant word Zion,
and in its correct interpretation, we possess a key
which will help us to open up the hidden treasures
of Old Testament poetry and prophecy and also
show us how entirely suitable are these ancient
Hebrew songs for the use of the Christian Church
in the public worship of the sanctuary?
1
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Wo we possess in the Psalms
a collection of ex,
quisite
poems
expressing
all
the
moods, emotions
1
/and aspirations of the saints in all ages, or are they
just-as some tell us-a collection of ancient religious and patrio!ic songs with merely a local and
racial application?) How would the great conservative authors and evangelists of the past answer this
question? Let Spurgeon speak.
Even now He (Jesus) reigns in Zion ..•. It is Zion's glory
and joy that her King is in her, .... Jesus sits upon the tbTone
of grace and the throne of power . . . . let her citizens be glad
in Him (on Psalm 2 :6).
The church is no savior. Neither dare we trust in her ministers or ordinances, and yet salvation comes to men through
her .... Zion becomes the site of the fountain of living waters
which shall flow east and west till all nations drink thereat (Ps.
14:7) Treasury of David.

Zion in Prophecy
It would seem that an obviously literal passage
can have only one meaning unless we can find warrant for using it as an allegory or parable. In no
case, however, must these other uses weaken its
literal meaning, or conflict with any other plainly
revealed truth. In the case of the figurative language of Old Testament prophecy we may, in looking for the fulfillment, find one or more of several
applications. We may find: First, a local or racial
application which in its ultimate significance for us
is symbolic of higher things; Second: The higher or
transcendent application which is the reality depicted in the symbolic language; or Third: a symbolic foreshadowing of the future New Covenant
historical reality. It is very doubtful whether the
Eternal sphere is ever referred to in the figurative
language of Prophecy.
Jerusalem in prophecy may therefore mean the
ancient sacred city itself or it may mean that which
the sacred city, as a type represented. (See Gal.
4: 26-27, quoting Isa. 54.) Zion, on the other hand,
has only one meaning in Prophecy. The Old Covenant Zion and its successor, the New Covenant Zion,
are the same Zion under successive administrations.
And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow into it; . . . . for out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem (Isa. 2 :2-3; Micah
4 :1-2).

Mountain in Scripture symbolism generally means
a kingdom (See Jer. 51: 24-25; Psalm 30: 7; 46: 2, 3, 6.
Also on Messiah's kingdom, see Dan. 2: 35; Isa. 11: 9).
Israel was exalted by God to place and privilege
above all the nations (Deut. 14: 2). Zion was that
in which the true grandeur of Israel resided.
But the prophets see Zion transcending all racial
and national boundaries: they see Zion catholic and
universal, extending its . ·benedictions. over all the
earth. We, too, can see it in Old Testament Prophecy if we first ascertain the true, or' literal, meaning
of the symbol or type, and then look for the fulfillment on the same plane of reality as the truth portrayed. But thP literal in this case would not be the
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material, the physical or the racial, but the moral,
the spiritual and the transcendent. Instead of David
we have Christ (Hosea 3: 5; J er. 30: 9), a:pd instead
of the City of David all that makes the kingdom and
Church of Christ a place of refuge and a delight to
the people of God. (See Isa. chs. 60, 62, etc.)
This does not mean that Jerusalem may not once
again become the capital of a revived Hebrew nation or that it will not yet attain to leadership in all
that is good, true, and sacred. But the local and
racial will be swallowed up in the universal. The
material blessings will be the fruits of the moral
and spiritual. "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you."
The "last days" of the prophets have arrived, but
we cannot truly experience the glorious things then
promised until we learn where to look for them. A
literal fulfillment is impossible for those who are
looking for it in the realm of the symbol. They,
wh~ther Hebrews or professing Christians, "stumbled at that stumblingstone; as it is written, Behold
I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence:
and whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed." (Rom. 9: 30-33, see also Psalm 118: 22;
Isa. 28:16; Matt. 21:42-44; Eph. 2:20; I Pet: 2:6-8.)

Zion in the New Testament
One of the Zion passages in the New Testament
requires more particular notice. In the eleventh
chapter of Romans, Paul assures us that God has
not altogether cast away His ancient covenant people. He has good things yet in store for them. The
Messiah, the Redeemer, has, of course, already come
to Zion in fulfillment of Isaiah's prediction (Isa.
59:20; Rom. 11:26; see also Ps. 14:7). This Coming
is now past, Paul now writes; and being himself a
prophet, predicts: "There shall come out ?f Zion the
Deliverer: He shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob." The unbelieving Hebrews are now outside
of Zion (Matt. 21: 43; Eph. 2: 12-13, 19-22). The
Deliverer dwells in Zion (Matt. 18: 20; 28: 20; II Cor.
6: 16) and will go out from Zion to gather in the
sheep that are lost.
Jacob, considered racially or nationally, will one
day be safely within the fold. It will be grafted
again on to the good olive tree. Scripture reveals
no other method of accomplishing this than through
the means and agencies now at the disposal of the
Christian Church. (See Spurgeon on Ps. 14: 7, already quoted. Also cf. Is. 52: 7 with Rom. 10: 15.)
These means and agencies are sufficient (Matt.
28: 18-20; Rom. 1: 16-17; Gal. 1: 8), but will be ineffectual until the Church awakens to a realization
of the value of its glorious heritage, understands the
meaning of its sacred Book, exercises faith in the
presence and power of its glorified Redeemer and
renders implicit and cheerful obedience to all His
gracious but imperative commands.
"There shall come out of Sion the -Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob." On this Handley G. G. Moule
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writes: "Here probably the reference is to the First Advent
. . . . Now Messiah has appeared; therefore, how slow sqever
the fulfilment be as yet, the remainder of this great promise
must be drawing on: Israel shall yet be saved. The words have
been often explained to foretell a future coming of the Redeemer . . . . But the explanation a:bove fa fully sufficient for
the argument, and (to say the least) more in aocord with St.
Paul's teaching as to the future Coming of the Lord." (The
Cambridge Hible. See also Moule in the Expositors Bible) .

The Enemies of Zion
There are dark valleys as well as shining summits
in the revelation of Sacred Truth. We must not
assume that in the so-called imprecatory Psalms the
writer is speaking merely of physical or local foes.
These local and visible opposing forces while· then
real, were, in the ultimate sense, symbols or instruments of more spiritual and universal contending
forces which will, to the end of time, be arrayed in
inveterate conflict. Let us at least give the Scripture credit for being self consistent (See Ex. 23: 4-5;
Lev. 19: 18; Ps. 24: 17-18; 25: 21-22). The injunction
to love our neighbor and enemy did not as some
suppose originate in the Sermon on the Mount.
He who knows not the depths of righteous hate
has never scaled the summits of sacred love and he
who has not been jealous for Zion with a godly
jealousy will never know the joys of real triumph.
He who truly knows what Zion means will not permit himself to be dragged from its .sacred heights
by those who would assign to Zion a place among
the discarded rubbish of the material symbolism.
Those are not friends but enemies of Zion who degrade the pure and lofty flights of sacred imagery
to the level of the personal, the local, or the racial.
These lower elements may not have been absent
from the thoughts of the ancients but they are, for
the true believer then or now, swallowed up in the
sacred, the spiritual and the universal.
I find it hard to imagine a greater hindrance ta\
Jewish evangelism than the method of interpreta- \
tion which makes Zion a local name, or than the \
message of the evangelist who tells the Jew that the I
Redeemer has not yet come to Zion in fulfillment of/
Isaiah 59: 20. The natural sons of Abraham are still/
looking to the earthly city and land for the fulfillment of their promises. Even if such literal fulfillment were intended, it can be theirs only when they
repent and turn again to the Messiah who is already
come to Zion. Such repentance and faith will most
certainly bring them to Mount Zion and into the
new covenant "commonwealth of Israel" (Eph.
2: 12). This is the ultimate fulfillment. It seems to
me unspeakably sad that the Jew should be supported by supposedly evangelical Christians in those
methods of interpretation which influenced his
nation in their rejection of their Messiah, and that
he should be confirmed in that position by Christian
scholars and theologians who profess to be both
orthodox and evangelical. The most dangerous enemies of Zion are those within.
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The New Jerusalem
A thoroughly satisfying study of Zion must include not only the Symbols and the present reality
but the relation of both to the New Jerusalem which
John saw in vision and which he describes in the
closing chapters of Revelation. The present study
is therefore not complete, but will conclude here
with a chain of New Testament passages, followed
by one quotation from the prophets, all of which
seem to fit beautifully into the partial definition of
Zion already suggested.
Jesus said unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh,
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet in Jerusalem,
worsh\p the Father . . . . But ye are come unto mount Sion,
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem

BOOK
By Richard Cabot, M.D.
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. and to Jesus the mediator of the new ·Covenant . . . .
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household ·of God·
and are built upon the foundations of the apostles and prophets'
Jesus Christ himself ·being the chief corner stone . . . Behold
I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence; and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed . . . . Jesus said
unto them, Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The Stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of
the corner: This is the Lord's doing, and it 1s marvellous in
our eyes. (John 4 :21; Heb. 12 :22-24; Eph. 2 :19-20; Rom.
9:33; Matt. 21:42).
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that bringeth
good tidings of good, that publisheth ·salvation; that saith unto
Zion', Thy God reign'eth ! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice·
with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see ey~
to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion (Isa. 52 :7-8.
See also Rom. 10:15).

REVIEWS

SEX AND CHRISTIAN VIRTUE
CHRISTIANITY AND SEX.

FORUM

Macmillan.

$1.00.

A LL of our attempts to promote sex hygiene and social chastity seem to have failed. We have lost faith in these educational campaigns for sex purity. Dr. Cabot agrees with our
judgment. No amount of sex knowledge has ever made a man
pure. Lectures on sex hygiene can only appeal to the psychology of fear, which at best can be regarded as merely a supplementary method. The author recommends the way of The
Consecration of Affections.
The first of the four chapters constitutes a series of sane
reflections upon the various methods used to fight the battles
against social impurity. He finds that they are all inadequate
because they fail to instill virtue, and knowledge without
virtue is helpless on the moral field.
In a succeeding chapter the readers are introduced to a
psychological study of human emotions. They need to be
tied up as it were. They are all potential dynamite. He
insists therefore, that "we ought to relate sex life, first, last
and all the time, to the highest of facts--to the life of Ghrist."
The consecration of affection is realized througih the conscious
effort to link our loves with the higher values of life. Love
at its ·best is "the best in us calling to the best in someone
else."
In the third part of the book the re-enforcements for affec~
tion are discussed. There is such a thing as an elemental
oneness among men that draws men together as one regardless
of the social, financial and educational differences that may
separate them. There is such a thing as art depicting the
higher ideals of life. Writing in a reflective vein the author
depicts the aid that such thing·s can give in strengthening the
bond of affe·ction between one party and another.
In the last chapter the reader is urged to make clear the
agreements between himself and others, to keep these agreements until all those concerned can see that they are outgrown,
and to improve them, as long as the agreement holds.
If you are looking for a book giving detailed information
about sex relationship this book is not what you are looking
for. But it will probably be a far more valuable one for your
specific purpose than many that are now crowding the 'book
stands. Cabot is here not talking as a physician to some one
that should know some of the facts of life, but as a Christian
who has reflected deeply on this matter and sees that the best
solution-indeed the only solution-is the instilling of Christian virtue. Though there is an Arminian tinge throughout
this volume yet it is wholesome reading. Fortified with the

principles enunciated in this book no Ohristian need have more
details of sex life. The necessary adjustments will normally
be readily made.
H. S.

LENSKI COMMENT ARY COMPLETED
THE EPISTLES OF ST. PETER, ST. JOHN, AND ST. JUDEl. By Dr.
R. C. H. Lenski. The Lutheran Book Concern. $3.50.
WITH th,is volume Ur. Lenski completes his monumental
commentary on the New Testament. Eleven volumes
in all. A topical index is •being prepared and will unquestionably prove to ·be a great aid in making the already easily
ac•cessible material in this commentary more accessible still.
This loyal Lutheran scholar has again in this last volume
revealed his painstaking critical scholarship, his dislike for
anything that can be construed as padding, and his devotion to
the truth of !God as it was revealed to him. He is not speaking
in these volumes, but the Bible speaks.
The Epistles discussed in this volume have been and are
fields in which the modern critic loves to root around. Questions about the authorship and canonicity of the epistles of
St. John and St. Jude and the second one of St. Peter will not
down. The orthodox position, maintaining these' epistles, has
found a worthy champion in Lenski.
I know of no commentary more thoroughly exegetical and
scholarly, which at the same time is put in such a form that
any intelligent layman can use it with profit and with a
blessing. It is, however, not popular in the sense that it would
make easy reading. It is a book that must be referred to and
studied. It is loaded with thought, rich in suggestions, and
permeated with a spirit consecrated and genuinely orthodox.,
H. S.

BOYS' CLUBS
THE LOST. GENERATION RETURNS. By B. H. Pearson.
and Life P1·ess, Winona Lake, Indiana, 1937. $1.00.

A

Light

TREATISE, thinly disguised as a novel, on the importance
of boys' clubs in the church. What the author has to
say would have been more effective in straightforward ess·ay
form. The story of the :book is dull and improbable. The
long-drawn-out discussion on the inability of the church to
hold young boys without providing them with some type of
activity suitable to their age and interests, quite ignores the
utter futility of boys' cl1xbs not positively Christian and closely ·
bound to the church and the converting and sanctifying power
of the. gospel.
MARIANNE Vos RADIUS.
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AMATEURISH STORY
STORM IN HER HEART.

Grand Rapids, 1938.

By Gloria Young.
$1.00.

Wm. B. Eerdmans,

AN amateurish and sentimental story of a society girl who
abandons a life of luxury to work in an impoverished
mission station in a mining town in Colorado. She leaves her
home out of sheer boredom; and she sticks to her job in the
face of all obstacles because she has fallen in love with the
m1Ss1onary. The mission itself is nothing more than a social
service center: a combined clinic and boarding school. Neither
the girl nor the missionary are Christians. There is no mention anywhere of church services or of preaching the gospel.
The mission exists to secure a cow for an undernourished baby,
and to send a talented young man to Paris to study art! The
plot of the stoi·y is incredible; the ·character-portrayal is
wooden. But these defects are not as serious as is its specious
appearance of religion without the inner reality.
MARIANNE Vos RADIUS.

BOOK NOTICES
MY HUMAN BEST-FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.

Zondervan.

By R. E. Day.
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PICTURE
"All we Uke sheep have gone astray."
ISAIAH 53 :6.

A picture of the sinner gone astray
From the Lord's commandments, His will and
way.
We would not of ourselves return to God,
We left the pathways we should have trod.
We lost ourselves in the mountains maze
And wandered through terrorized nights and days.
Until the shepherd, Jes us Christ,
Found our trail; His blood the price.
He found us weak and sick and wounded,
And carried us home on His gracious bosom.
He cradled our heads so we could sleep;
Rejoicing, for He had found His sheep.

35c.

The second quarter of a series of meditations, based on
biblical selections, glowing with spiritual warmth, prepared
for daily devotions and excellently adapted to that purpose.

By B.
An eX!cellent practical and
the importance, the method,
value of prayer. Thoroughly

THE INNER CHAMBER.

J. Spalink. Zondervan. $1.00.
devotional treatise on the nature,
the obstacles, the time, and the
Reformed and well recommended.

By R. Wright. Friendship
Press. 25c.
Descriptions of festivals, dinners, menus, recipes, decorations, costumes, games, music, poetry and folklore from India.
Valuable bibliographies are included. 1Calculated to develop
a deep interest in and a warm appreciation of that great
country.

FUN AND FESTIVAL FROM INDIA.

By B. Mathews. Friendship Press. $1.00.
A picture of a rapidly growing Christian community in
India. It's a study of "a newly emerging India." A valuable
contribution to the understanding .of the complex human relationship in the land of Gandhi. One loves India more after
reading it.
THE CHURCH TAKES ROOT IN INDIA.

''SHERA OF PUNJAB.

.
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By I. M. Harper.

The Friendship P1·ess.

$1.00.
A captivating story of a boy in Northern India. Reading
it is to go with him all the way from paganism and its environment to Christianity and its influences. Admirably adapted
for children of about twelve.

By Dan Gilbert.
The Danielle Publishers. $1.00.
An attempt to show that the permanency and the value of
the U. S. constitution are due to the consideration that it
embodies the "Divine Moral Principles." It is contended. that
the constitution has the ten commandments as its cornerstone,
that it is permeated with the spirit of Christ, that it promotes
the .program of the Prince of Peace, and that it implies faith in
God. It is a good study. Perhaps the biblical basis is too
often read into it rather than read out of it.

THE BIBLICAL BASIS OP THE CONSTITUTION.

By N. H. Camp. The
Bible Institute Colportage Association. 75c.
Nine studies covering in a popular and biblical way the fact,
meaning, character, and denial of the resurrection of the body.
Three chapters are properly devoted to the resurrection of
Jesus. Its object is to develop and strengthen unswerving
:faith in the reality of the resurrection.
H. S.
THE RESURRECTION OF THE HUMAN BODY.

-MARIE

J.

TUINSTRA.

v

WOOD'S CALL
I want to go to the woods again, to feel the wind
and the sky
To stretch my body prone with my face to the
earth;
I want to rest for eons where no voice can come
But the voice of the trees whispering birth.
I am tired, bone tired, and I want to rest
I want the rain to beat me and the elements
Of wind and air to lash against my breast
To leave their vital marks of evidence.
Then I shall come back to you among the ways of
men
Replenished, clean, and young again.
-JOAN GEISEL GARDNER.

v

SOFT INSISTENCE
In the woods, the still cool woods, with sunshine
silvering
Toward the blue among the green-leafed branches
qmvenng,
Where deer and faun browse placidly contentedly
a-whiling
And overhead are blithe young birds with song
the sense beguiling
There, unknowingly, 0 Heart benumbed with
pain
You will absorb all unaware the essence of their
strain
Be by their soft insistence stirred to foster hope
agam.
-JOAN GEISEL GARDNER.

LETTERS AND NEWS
AN EASTERN LETTER

WAR AND MISSIONS IN CHINA
Jukao, Ku, China, May 7, 1938.
Calvin Forum,
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Dear Sir:
I am writing this short letter to the tune of almost eontinual
gun fire and the occasional rattle of machine guns. Most of
the fighting-if such long-distance firing can be called by the
name-occurs in the proximity of our missionary compound
situated near the east gate of the city. Althoug.h we have a
first-aid station right here at the house with an efficient
Chinese doctor in charge, we do not receive any wounded soldiers. Not that we have refused them our medical services.
They have not applied. During the past seven weeks of
Japanese occupation, we have helped many of the neighbors
accidentally or otherwise shot. After the Japanese ·occupation
on the 19th of March, we had six weeks of comparative quiet
as far as military operations were concerned. Ten days ago
the Chinese attacked the greatly weakened garrison of the city
but did not succeed in recapturing it. .Such may not .have been
their purpose either. It would only be certain to call Japanese
bombing planes to the scene and the destructive power of
those dreaded .birds is too well known to need restatement.
Japanese Vandalism

At the coming of the Japanese the Chinese military and
civiHan population evacuated the city. The Japanese armies
have. won for themselves a bad reputation. The first days of
enemy occupation exceeded dark expectations. The city was
picked clean. Stores and homes were systematically looted of
everything worth while taking. That was not the worst. Few
women remaining in the dty, the soldiers scoured the surrounding country for them. I am not writing of things rumored
but of things seen. Women who had been forced at the point
of the knife; others who had the knife stuck foto the lower
part of the body and who came here for medical aid. Almost
immediately upon the arrival of the Japanese ·our y·ards and
homes became the refuge for helpless women and children. We
have ·been able to ·accommodate about nine hundred people
under our roofs. Needless to mention the numerous serious
problems ·of feeding and sanitation, etc., with which Mr. Smith
and I were immediately faced. The Lord opened unexpected
doors of opportunity. Foir more than seven weeks we have
been enabled to bring succor to these stricken people.
The riff-raff of the Japanese army often made us apprehensive but we succeeded in keeping them from the premises.
There were also a few •among the Japanese who showed themselves to be real gentlemen. Perhaps the language barrier
prevented us from meeting more of that finer da:ss.
At present the Chinese regulars are surrounding the city.
For over a week the gates have been closed ·and tearful faces
in this compound reveal anxiety for dear ones who returned
to the dty to prevent confiscation ·of property. Daily we see
huge columns of smoke arise from our once peaceful and
prosperous city. As Hing as the Japanese remain in possession
we only face the danger of an occasional stray bullet. In case
the Chinese obtain mastery we expect Japanese aeroplanes to
hurry the cruel progress of 'beating China to her knees. Then
also our properties outside the city may be affected.
Meanwhile we have missionary opportunities unprecedented
during nearly eighteen years of our stay in China. These
people need someone who will ·be their stay in their hour of
despair. Through us the Lord is calling them to cast their
burdens upon Him.
In general the situation in 1China appears more hopeful. Not
only are the conquered territories everywhere visited by
Chinese guerrila troops but in the north the Chinese have won
real advantages over thefr foe. •General Chiang g·ave the
nation a message ·of hope on Easter Day. Amid the ruins and
devastation of most ruthless warfare while the nation's youth
have died by hundreds of thousands upon the battlefields and
its womanhood is being· crushed by shameful humiliation, the
spirit of defense and hope of ultimate victory may well fill the
Japanese Empire with evil forebodings.
I remain sincerely yours,
HARRY A. DYKSTRA,

Dear Dr. Bouma:
Spring seems to be the favored time for Synods and
Assemblies. The high spots .of these gatherings have no difficulty of wedging an entrance into our daily newspapers.
Little conferences are the stepchildren of news reporters. Still
these also are the May flowers that bloom. We were very
happy to read about the splendid program of the midwestern
conference of the Christian Reformed ministers. When positive results are evident I think the geographical difficulties
that keep many .away will be conquered.
Our Spring Eastern Conference was unusually good. Dr.
Leon W encelius gave a paper on the Esthetics of John Calvin,
a pape·r to be read at this summer's Calvinistic Conference in
Edinburgh. The content of this paper was a resume of his
well received doctor's thesis. Many of us feit that Calvinism
had broader horizons than usually ·conceded. The Rev. Dr.
0. T. Allis led us into a different pasture. His instructive
address on ''<Dispensationalism" was enthusiastically received
as was also the essay of the morning. We sincerely hope that
Dr. Allis will publish some of his extensive studies on "Dispensationalism." There wasn't a lull in the discussion the
entire day.
Calvinistic Study Clubs

Our Philosophical 1Club met on May 10. The Rev. Dr. W.
Burggraaff gave his second paper on Neo-Thomism. This time
the metaphysical presuppositions of this system were ·compared
with those of Calvinism. As you readily surmise, the rubbing
of many elbows brought forth more fire than that of flint.
<Perhaps we are a little too complacent in our neglect of
Thomism. The contrast, at any rate, gave us a clearer picture
of our own system of thought. Five were received as members of our club. Visitors ·contributed to the discussion. By
the way, sincerest congratulations on the birth of your midwestern club. Our club is showing· signs of a ·healthy growth.
In the FORUM of June you favored our "Proceedings" with
a constructive criticism. May I reply that we feel the very
question you raised: Is there a Calvinistic Philosophy? Dr. C.
Van Til judiciously escaped answering that question at the
first meeting for undoubtedly he was interested in having the
club itself study this problem. This is our approach: the Rev.
P. Holwerda will give a paper on Dutch Calvinistic Philosophy.
We are to study this critically. The executive c·ommittee proposes an all-day meeting to thrash out this question. Would
it not be beneficial if the midwestern club would study the
very same problem?
Talking about clubs organized for the purpose of studying
Calvinism, perhaps the readers of the FORUM might be interested to know that there is a Calvinistic Club in Canada, and
another in Paris, France. The latter, organized in 1927, seems
to be the protege of the well-known Dr. A. Lecerf. Perhaps some
would find the Bulletins of this club very informative. I
greedily read these bulletins for I find certain things in them
I find nowhere else. I sincerely •hope that through co-operative
and concerted efforts God may use the modest endeavors of
these dubs for the advancement of His kingdom. Do you ever
envisage the possibility of a Calvinistic Council, the members
of which are independent, positive, god-fearing thinkers, who
use their talents to defend, represent and articulate Calvinistic thinking?
Westminster News

Congratulations are due to Dr. •C. Van Til of Westminster
Seminary, Philadelphia. The old Debrecen College of Hungary,
from which the Royal Hungarian Stephen Tisza University
originated, will commemorate its four hundredth anniversary
October 4 and 5 of this year. The faculty, patrons of the
college, church district, royal free city of Debrecen, the
church of this city have elected worthy scholars as professors
honoris causa of this college. Diplomas will be presented on
the day of ·Celebration. Dr. C. Van Til, a worthy recipient of
this honor, has been strongly urged by friends to receive his
diploma in person. Most likely Dr. C. Van Til will go. He
will then have opportunity to visit the Netherlands.
The Alumni of the Westminster Seminary announces a Reformed Summer Conference for Ministers, August 23rd to
30th, 1938. The major part of this conference will stress the
exegetical studies of theology. Still, the practical and the
apologefical branches will receive some attention. Perhaps
these will obtain the Benjamin portion later on should these
conferences prove a success. If any minister wishe•s to go to
284
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some beauty spot, let him go to Westminster. The campus,
the rolling hills, the groves perforated by farms, the short
distance from historical fPlhiladelphia are conducive both to
study and to recreation. We hope that the <Spirit that gave
birth to this institution, the scholarly defense of the Word of
God, may stir the alumni tp great things. This ·surely is the
right road. The price of this educational vacation is only
eleven dollars.
Next spring the Westminster Seminary will •be a bee~hive
of activity. This seminary expects to commemorate its tenth
anniversary. The Rev. John Macleod, D.D., Principal of the
Free Church College, Edinburgh, Scotland, has accepted the
invitation to be the guest lecturer and commencement orator.
Dr. Macleod will lecture on Scottish Theology in Relation to
Scottish Church History. These lectures will begin about
April 1, 1939.
Christianity and Science

The Landenberg Review of Natural History, edited by Arthur
Pierson Kelley has made its last appearance as a mimeographed
monthly. This review will be published as a quarterly in
printed form. The interesting thing according to the editor is:
''so far as we are aware this is the only Christian Journal of
Biology in existence, and we are glad to have the privilege of
witnessing to the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus." We are
glad that our fellow Christians of the Landenberg Laboratory,
Landenberg, Pa., will meet the challenges of a hostile science
constructively.
Wishing you a most pleasant summer, I am
Cordially,
JACOB

T.

HOOGSTRA.

Englewood, N. J.

HUNGARIAN CHURCH NEWS

AS often as I had the privilege to meet individuals or groups
of the Christian Reformed Church the question of secret
societies always came up by way of inquiry as to the stand of
Hungarian Calvinism on that problem. For a while I hardly
could say anything but to state my personal conviction and
quote the fact that so far circumstanceB simply did not occasion any specific expression of opinion as to this problem
on the part of Hungarian Calvinis~.
Now, at Iast, I am in ·a position to give a more definite clue
to our brethren in the Christian Reformed Church on this
score, too. When I came home from the commencement of
Calvin College and Seminary in Grand Rapids, I found on my
.. desk the then latest edition (May 21, 1938) of one of the most
~influential Hungarian Reformed Ohurch papers, the "Reformed
Life" (Reformatus Elet), edited in Budapest, containing an
editorial entitled "Sem:-et Societies."
Secret Societies

The editorial was occasioned by a recent order ·of the Hungarian •Government against all kinds of secret organizations
claiming any sort of oath, pledge, vow or solemn promise
Mnding on the ·conscience of their ·constituents. Of course,
we all know that the ruling of the government was motivated
by political considerations with a view to preserving the
national safety and constitutional order of the ·country as
against all kinds of subversive and radical elements inclined
to use force instead of lawful methods in furthering their
ideologies.
But this governmental measure gave an excellent opportunity
to the editor to state the Reformed stand on the question of
secret societies in general. And now I begin to quote a few
passages from the editorial.
"We are glad that the government brought up the question
of secret societies. It was an inward and .painful contradiction that that same Hungarian intelligentsia, which not so long
ago argued against the introduction of the secret balloting on
the basis that secrecy is contrary to the openness of the Hungarian racial character, in part lost its way in the romantic
nation-saving world of shady secret societies.
That very
public which had witnessed so many traits of temptations to
inisuse of secrecy and political aberrations in the secrecy of
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the lodges of free masonry, began rto imitate the methods of
free masonry. . . . . The oath of secret societies had tied together a host of men."
"Reformed Christianity is opposed to every kind of suc:h
hidden, covert associating. One of the greatest disciplinary
forces in the aots of men is publicity. When tMs is missing,
whether in the case of secret societies or of dictatorship,s, the
souls of men are gripped ·by tremendous temptations that will
not stop at any curb or opposHion. . . . . Great •and inspiring
ideals must be proclaimed not in hidden darkness, but openly,
definitely. All secrecy has the element of a certain doublefacedness, which is diametrically opposed-most of all-to the
basic spiritual character of a Hungarian Reformed Christian's
soul."
Here ends the quotation in as exact a translation as possible. Through these lines, I am confident, Hungarian Reformed Christianity answered the queries of my many friends
in the Christian Reformed Church.
Sarospatak

The Reformed Church in Hungary is composed of four large
synods. These synods are named according to their geographical situation as referred to the two main rivers of Hungary,
the River Danube and. the River Tisza. According to this
point of view the four synods are named as follows: TransDanubian, Danubian, Trans-Tibiscan and Cis-Tibiscan synods.
These four synods form the undivided Hungarian Reformed
Church. Each synod has its own theological ·seminary, in Papa,
Budapest, Debrecen, and Sarospatak respectively. The first,
third, and fourth are more than 400 years old, and the third
is an integral part of the Count Tisza UtJversity constituting
its theological faculty.
·
After this brief introduction we are better able to locate
the events of recent months as gathered from the Hungarian
church papers.
First let us make an excursion to my home Seminary's seat,
Sarospatak. Here the Transtibiscan synod has a cluster of
educational institutions, among ·them an EngliSh College. Sir
Geoffry Knox, the British Ambassador in Budapest, visited the
institution and spoke of it in the highest .te=s. Dr. LlewellynJ ones, ex-member of the British Parliament, spent two days
there and in a newspaper interview stated that outside of
Great Britain nowhere did he witness such a well estaiblished
English education as in this college. Recently the students of
this college vresented Shakespeare's Macbeth in English. This
was the first English presentation by any school in Hungary's
history. Through this school the Hung,arian Reformed Church
aims to bring under the influence of the church ·the sons of
the nobility in order to reinstate this influential dass into its
role of defending and furthering the ·church, a role which it
has played throughout the troubled centuries of the past. For
the tutoring and supervising of the pupils of this school
theological students of the seminary are employed, and through
granting of scholarships sons of the lower and poorer classes'
intermingle with them with the deliberate purpose of bringing
the sons of the most separated classes toget'her under the wings
of the common spiritual mother, the Church.
A Budapest Conference
In Budapest the Metropolitan Classis of the .Danubian
Synod, a classis numbering about 135 thousand souls, held a
two-day conference for the elders of the classis on May 13-14,
and a general Hungarian Reformed ,conference on May 15.
Vital problems of the church and of the Hungarian life of
today were discussed, especially the nature and mission of the
church. "The church must shed all pretense of being anything
but the church of God.;, "The church's main task is to save
the soul of the Magyars." "We do not want the church to be
the tool of any other interest." "According to the portents
of the days the church will ·be farther removed from the
State." "The Church will become the conscience of the State.. "
"The Church is always timely, because it is vroclaiming the
will of God." "We sound the trumpet of the Word of 1God
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·without any reserve and in that way we are laboring for the
liberation of the Magyar soul from all sorts of self-deception,
sin, and misleading alien slogans." "The church must dare
to tell the truth, the message of God to everybody regardless
· of cost." "Above all the church is to fight against sin, because
sin is the greatest enemy of any nation."
These are some of the weightier statements made to the
thousands who gathered to the -conference. And the tone of
these statements is positive, 'bold, definite and therefore pleasing and reassuring to the ears of all good Calvinists.
The Debrecen Colleg·e, theological school, and the whole
university will celebrate their 400th anniversary this summer.
Coupled with this celebration the first World Conference of
Magyar Reformed Christians will take place on August 16-21.
Representatives of the mother church and those of the churches
in Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, the United States,
Canada, South America, France, Belgium and all the other
parts of the world, wherever Magyar Reformed Christians reside, will meet for the discussion of common problems and for
the creation of a closer spiritual bond.
The Eucharistic Congress

To illustrate the close co-operation in the cause of Evang·elical Christianity between the two great historical iF'rotestant
churches in Hungary, the Reformed ;;:i,nd the Lutheran, the
highest representative authorities of the two churches issued a
common pastoral letter to all the congregations in reference to
the ·world Eucharistic Congress of the Roman church held in
Budapest. In this they stated the Evangelical Christian oppositiim to the Romish. doctrine of the Eucharist, but for the sake
of dignity ·and natio:Aal peace they warned the members of the
two denominations to refrain from any demonstration, urging
th.em t6 give added study and meditation to the Holy Scriptures and to the accepted standards of •the two respective
churches dealing with the subjects connected with this particular Romish doctrine.
American Magyar Reformed Church

Just ·a Word about the only :oi.utonomous Hungarian Reformed
church body in ·the United States, the Free Magyar Reformed
Church in America. The annual synodical meeting of this
church was held on May 24 in New York City. All the timely
problems of the denomination were dealt with here and representatives were appointed to the World Conference of the
Magyar Reformed Christians referred to above. In June a
new congregation will be added to Eastern Classis of this
chi.lrch of Magyar Calvinists in America. A congTegation is
now being organized in the Bronx, N. Y.
In the future we hope to bring more news about Htmgarian
Reformed ,church life to the readers of THE CALVIJ'I FORUM.
Perth Amboy, N. J.
CHARLES VINCZE.

NETHERLANDS NEWS CHIPS
•

Everywhere in Europe youth is on the march. And so
are the young men of Calvinistic persuasion, in the
Netherlands. As a matter of fa;et they have been marching
in unison for fifty years. In 1888 the three pioneers De Lange,
Van Oversteeg, and Vonkenberg founded the Federation of
Young Men's Societies, establishing it upon Reformed principles. This year, May 25-26, the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding was celebrated at Amsterdam.
The Federation consists of 1150 societies and a total membership of 25,100. The religious press of the country did not
give this memorable event very great publicity, a.lthough some
journals have pointed out the inestimable value of Calvinistic
Youth ·action for the Church of tomorrow. Fifty years! ! And
still advancing. This is "newsworthy."
In a recent interview Minister De Wilde revealed that the
entire number of Calvinists is only twelve percent of the
total Dutch population. Twelve percent, and . . . . a potent
O
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factor in political life. Their standard bearer, Dr. H. Golyn,
is prime minister. As to the question, How do you account for
such a favorable situation, the Dutch give a twofold answer.
First, the ·blessings of God are upon them. Secondly, organization. And, we add, both are indispensable everywhere.

e

Interest in Dogmatics is not on the wane \in the Netherlands. Within a few months a Manual of Reformed Dogmatics will be published, the author of which is the former
Kampen professor Dr. A. G. Honig.
9

"Vacantie Buiten" is a 'Dutch organization which aims at
placing city children which are weak and run-down, in
Christian homes. The homes selected are situated in districts
where pure, health inducing air abounds. The homes are
Christian homes. The owners of the homes receive no remuneration. But the ·children are pupils of Christian schools.
This society therefore does a noble work for the people of
God among the people of 1God.
•

The Reformed churches of the Netherlands are disturbed.
This is the cause: Classis Drachten has suspended a minister and six members of the IDrachten Consistory, for a period
of three months. Classis found that the consistory did not
keep its administrative house in order as it should. The reaction in the press is of a double nature. Some hold that the
Classis had no right whatever to do and to act as 'it did. But
there •are others who defend the action of the Classis. And so
a discussion has been precipitated about the question, What
authority does a Classis have and what are the limits of it?
The question is an old one, the Drachten-case new.
What aggravates the situation is the book of Dr. M. Bouwman.
This book is his thesis for the doctor's d'egree and deals with
Voetius' views about Synodical authority. According to Bouwman, Voetius renders secure the authority of classis and synod.
The Drachten-case therefore assumes continually larger propoTtions, but at the same time reduces to a question of
principles.
•

The third International •Calvinistic Congress will meet in
Edinburgh July 6-11. The chair is to be occupied by Dr.
D. MacLean. The general theme will be "The Ethical Consequences of the Reformed Faith, for Individual and Family, for
Church and State, for Science and Theology, for Economics
and Art." Among the speakers listed the United States is
represented by Dr. R. J. G. McKnight.
The Dutch Calvinists are not agreed as to the wisdom of
sending delegates to the Congress. As the case stands, so
they say, many "Calvinists" may participate who according· to
strictly Refol:'med Standards are not Calvinists at all. A Calvinistic Congress is not necessarily a Congress of Calvinists.
Our Dutch brethren are cautious.
A study in contrasts was the recent baptism of Bea;trix,
the royal daughter of Princess Juliana. Beautiful Jacob's
Church was filled with worshippers. There were princes and
princesses, a king and a queen. There was the aged, almost
ninety year old Reverend Welter. And brooding upon all was
the spirit of solemnity and hush . . . . The abou,t-to-be-bapti.zed
babe began to cry. It continued to cry. It would not be
stopped. Finally its mother succeeded in beguiling it into
silence. But as soon as the sacrament had been administered
and the aged pastor lifted up his hands in benediction upon the
child lusty cries drowned out the words of blessing. Not even
the King of the Belgians could induce the infant to cease.
Two aspects of human life were thrown into bold contrast.
Pomp and grandeur so dear to the human heart, and a crying
babe. Both intensely human, but the simpler aspect dominated
the situation.
JOHN G. VAN DYKE.
. Grand Haven, Mich.
8
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